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When the lion girl wos [itble, the world was bright and
sunny. Everyone was warm and frisndy

There was Hendri
who worked in her
garden, and made beautiful
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He tought her
now b0 ride 0 bike
and speak like the birds

He pictked coconuts
and guavas for ner

and the abher
children.




Her favourite %qr“dens werg not the ones

Ihe gardens sne

colour and activiby. Lnstead of birds, fish {!
branches.
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Hendrl tended, though.

oved best rose oub of deep blue abysses, reflges of

[Eted througn their coral
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They were pretby, bub these
gardens were dangerous to lions,

Once shed sbe Eed on ¢
poisonous fish that, filed her foot
WIbh agony

But the Dive [oster had been there, and ne
brought, bolling water ano Flants, and mads her
0lip her foab Inbo 1t, and told her sbories and

mace her laugh urbll sne facgob tne pain.




There was Nenqllat who dearied tneir?hwée— and cooked and only And there ware also her
£riends!

Spoke bne birc-bongue, bub

understood the lion |

| Eir‘l’s demands for
ood/all the same

Her £riends were obner young birds
WNo Flag@ed wibn her, Ana gave her
small gifts and food

They showed ner new things tqkmg
ner to explore the nob green worl
bhat, was home,




Ihe words the birds spoke were nob kind. they saw her mane ano
bal andl presumed her ignorant, and did nat realise thatb she would
know they balked aboub her
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When the lion %Ir“l rew oloer; bne world
arsh and searing.
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Somebimes they
warbed her £o Know
bney balked aboub her geng
lewd Bhings she olid nob want to understand.




In  country with lobs of ather lions
lenalla weeping on tne

day she left, and became

used £ lions and good ”)>

healﬁh and things ( i "\ \
wor

g S0t

I olid not hurt until she left to live - (/ S\N

W S Gne saw how things were wrong
> ool always been wron
oubside her garden o
coconubs and guavas and coral reef
advenbures. /

Then she came back, and saw
now bhings did nob, work,

\\/\ / N / and it hurt.

She sow how biras were sbruck down
by diseases bnat, In ather places, did not
exist or were nob deaoly

Ihis worried her but 1 oid nob hurt until
o bird shed been friends with as a child
wais spiribed away bo? liness,

laaving ¢ son benind.




The difference bebween £ur and faabhers began to show Where lion government, nspectors looted at refugee camps bult in
Growing used to the lions world made 1t painfully clear how her bird world and sald they weren's £15 to live n
long the shadows fell in her sunny bira home,
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Where lioness friends complained about cat-calls from over-
zealous lion boys, the lion girl remembered hostile bird
screeches and scars under torn feabhers.

bne lion girl thought, of birds living on the ather side of the camps
[ving In shacks.



She thougnt of sky-nign
baxes and money

» 3 oisappearing
E o EITT In elder bird
- Jont protests af U /iy ofSude pockets.
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Where young lions pratested against prime minisbers and dccuseo
governmeribs of corrupbion, the lion girl looked ot Eristine public
schools and hospibals and roads, and thought, of a bird world
where public hospitals fell apart, schools were rare and expensive
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Ihe lion girl bnougnt of Bub she did nob know how to fix
ignorance and privilege, and wos bnings, because she'd forgothen
frustrated now to speak like the biros




For more information aboub the aubnor see
Wwwpoweredb%cokezer‘o.com
or scan the Gk code below,
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